Chefs share tips on making perfect biscuits 
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Paul Manafort faces a second criminal trial next month on seven other charges. 


Brendan Smialowski / AFP/Getty Images file photo 


MANAFORT: Former campaign chief is convicted 
of eight fraud charges in first trial test for Mueller 


By Sharon LaFraniere 
NEW YORK TIMES 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Paul Mana- 
fort, President Donald Trump’s for- 
mer campaign chairman, was con- 
victed Tuesday in his financial fraud 
trial, bringing a dramatic end to a po- 
litically charged case that riveted the 
capital. 

The verdict was a victory for the 
special counsel, Robert Mueller, 
whose prosecutors introduced ex- 
tensive evidence that Manafort hid 
millions of dollars in foreign ac- 
counts to evade taxes and lied to 
banks repeatedly to obtain $20 mil- 
lion in loans. 

Manafort was convicted of five 
counts of tax fraud, two counts of 
bank fraud and one count of failure 
to disclose a foreign bank account. 
The jury was unable to reach a ver- 
dict on the remaining 10 counts, and 


the judge declared a mistrial on 
those charges. 

Kevin Downing, a lawyer for Ma- 
nafort, said his client was “evaluat- 
ing all of his options at this point.” 

Jason Maloni, Manafort’s spokes- 
man, said, “We expect to appeal.” 
Peter Carr, a spokesman for Muell- 
er’s office, declined to comment 

The verdict was read out in U.S. 
District Court in Alexandria, Va., on- 
ly minutes after Michael Cohen, 
Trump’s former fixer, pleaded guilty 
in federal court in Manhattan to vio- 
lating campaign finance law and oth- 
er charges. 

Manafort’s trial did not touch di- 
rectly on Mueller’s inquiry into Rus- 
sian interference in the 2016 election 
or on whether Trump has sought to 
obstruct the investigation. 

But it was the first test of the spe- 
cial counsel’s ability to prosecute a 
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Mary Altaffer / Associated Press 


Michael Cohen pleaded guilty to violations of banking, tax and campaign laws. 


COHEN: Former fixer says president directed him 
to pay off two women before the 2016 election 


By William K. Rashbaum, 
Maggie Haberman, Ben Protess 
and Jim Rutenberg 

NEW YORK TIMES 


NEW YORK — Michael Cohen, 
President Donald Trump’s former 
fixer, made the extraordinary ad- 
mission in court Tuesday that 
Trump had directed him to arrange 
payments to two women during the 
2016 campaign to keep them from 
speaking publicly about affairs they 
said they had with Trump. 

Cohen acknowledged the illegal 
payments while pleading guilty to 
breaking campaign finance laws 
and other charges, a litany of crimes 
that revealed both his shadowy in- 
volvement in Trump’s circle and his 
own corrupt business dealings. 

He told a judge in U.S. District 
Court in Manhattan that the pay- 
ments to the women were made “in 


coordination with and at the direc- 
tion of a candidate for federal of- 
fice,” implicating the president in a 
federal crime. 

“I participated in this conduct, 
which on my part took place in Man- 
hattan, for the principal purpose of 
influencing the election” for presi- 
dent in 2016, Cohen said. 

Cohen, 51, also pleaded guilty to 
multiple counts of tax evasion and 
bank fraud, bringing to a close a 
monthslong investigation by Man- 
hattan federal prosecutors who ex- 
amined his personal business deal- 
ings and his role in helping to ar- 
range financial deals with women 
connected to Trump. 

The plea came shortly before an- 
other blow to the president: his for- 
mer campaign manager, Paul Mana- 
fort, was convicted in his financial 
fraud trial in Virginia. The special 

Coben continues on A15 


Kirby Mansion’s fate uncertain 
after its purchase by car dealer 


Six-figure salaries 
rare for educators 


Abbott’s proposal to reward teachers 


Preservationists 
hope Midtown 
manor will stay 


By Nancy Sarnoff 


STAFF WRITER 


The sale of Midtown’s 
Kirby Mansion to a group 
connected with a Cadillac 
dealership has left local 
preservationists with one 
last option: Convince the 
new owner that it makes fi- 
nancial sense not to tear it 
down. 

They already have 
mounted a public cam- 
paign touting the 1920s En- 
glish-style manor as a val- 


ued piece of Houston his- 
tory that should be saved. 
They’ve gotten the word 
out about its original own- 
er, John Henry Kirby, an 
entrepreneur noted as 
“Houston’s first tycoon.” 

They have included the 
mansion, one of the few 
residential estates still 
standing in the downtown 
area, on architectural 
tours of the city’s oldest 
buildings. 

Yet the property, which 
has never been designated 
as a city, state or federal 
landmark, faces an uncer- 
tain future. An entity affili- 
ated with the nearby Cen- 

Kirby continues on A17 


Yi-Chin Lee / Staff photographer 
The Kirby Mansion, a 1920s manor at 2000 Smith, 
has been sold to Central Houston Auto Properties, 
which hasn’t said what it will do with the site. 


By Alejandra Matos 
and Andrea Zelinski 
AUSTIN BUREAU 


AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Ab- 
bott called this week for 
top teachers in Texas to 
earn six-figure salaries, a 
wage that less than 1 per- 
cent of the state’s educa- 
tors are currently earning. 

About 400 teachers in 
Texas earned more than 
$100,000 in the 2017-2018 
school year, a Houston 
Chronicle/San Antonio Ex- 
press-News analysis of 
teacher salary data shows. 


prompts question about who will pay 


That’s less than 1 percent of 
the state’s 363,000 teach- 
ers. The teachers making 
six figures have nearly 19 
years of experience, on 
average, and are loading 
up on extracurricular ac- 
tivities, like coaching 
sports teams or leading the 
high school orchestra or 
band, records show. 

State lawmakers, includ- 
ing the Texas education 
commissioner, have re- 
peatedly said that school 
districts should reward 
high-quality teachers with 

Teachers continues on A17 
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HIGH 
YIELD CDs 


Rest easy with our 
everyday high rates and 


guaranteed dividends. 
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